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Fiddle Suite (2012)

for Cello and Piano
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Program Note:

The Fiddle Suite was commissioned by Jetemy Crosmer, an outstanding cellist, composer, and
friend, on the occasion of his final recital for his DMA degree in cello performance at the
University of Michigan. Among his many talents, Jeremy moonlights as an Arkansas-style
fiddle; a bit of a fiddle junkic myself, I was eager to use this as a launching point for our
collaboration. The movements take inspiration from different aspects of fiddling and
fiddling styles from different cultures, incorporating tropes from Baroque dance forms, Irish
and bluegrass techniques, and South Indian rhythmic manipulations. The first and third
movements, “Reel” and “Jig,” were written in August of 2011 and premiered by Mr.
Crosmer and the composer in October 2011, at the Britton Recital Hall in Ann Arbor. The
middle movement, “Dirge,” was written in February 2012 and premiered by Mr. Crosmer
and the composer at a master class with Sydney Hodkinson at the University of Michigan in
March 2012. The whole suite was performed in its entirety for the first time by Mr. Crosmer
and the composer in March 2012 at Stamps Auditorium in Ann Arbor.

Performance Time: 15 minutes
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