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Note from the Composer

“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson, Self-Reliance

Uriel was commissioned by Kevin Leong and the Concord Chorus in honor of the chorus’
70™ anniversary season. Composed in April-June, 2015, the work draws on the
eponymous epic poem by Ralph Waldo Emerson, longtime Concord native as well as one
of my favorite writers and thinkers. Uriel was underwritten by the Concord Chorus with
funds provided by the Alfred Nash Patterson Foundation. It was first premiered in May
2016 by the Concord Chorus, Kevin Leong, Music Director.

Performing Forces

SATB Chorus

Solo Tenor

2 Clarinets in BP

2 Bassoons
2 Trumpets in BP
3 Trombones

Timpani (2 drums)
Violins
Violas

Violoncellos
Contrabasses

Performance Duration

Approximately eighteen minutes.



“Uriel”

IT fell in the ancient periods
Which the brooding soul surveys,
Or ever the wild Time coined itself
Into calendar months and days.

This was the lapse of Uriel,

Which in Paradise befell.

Once among the Pleiads walking,

Said overheard the young gods talking,
And the treason too long pent

To his ears was evident.

The young deities discussed

Laws of form and metre just,

Orb, quintessence, and sunbeam:s,
What subsisteth, and what seems.
One, with low tones that decide,

And doubt and reverend use defied,
With a look that solved the sphere,
And stirred the devils everywhere,
Gave his sentiment divine

Against the being of a line:

"Line in nature is not found,

Unit and universe are round;

In vain produced, all rays return,

Evil will bless, and ice will burn."

As Uriel spoke with pietcing eye,

A shudder ran around the sky;

The stern old war-gods shook their heads,
The seraphs frowned from myrtle-beds;
Seemed to the holy festival,

The rash word boded ill to all;

The balance-beam of Fate was bent;
The bonds of good and ill were rent;
Strong Hades could not keep his own,
But all slid to confusion.

A sad self-knowledge withering fell
On the beauty of Uriel.

In heaven once eminent, the god
Withdrew that hour into his cloud,
Whether doomed to long gyration
In the sea of generation,

Or by knowledge grown too bright
To hit the nerve of feebler sight.
Straightway a forgetting wind

Stole over the Celestial kind,

And their lips the secret kept,

If in ashes the fibre-seed slept.

But now and then truth-speaking things
Shamed the angels' veiling wings,
And, shrilling from the solar course,
Or from fruit of chemic force,
Procession of a soul in matter,

Or the speeding change of water,
Or out of the good of evil born,
Came Uriel's voice of cherub scorn;
And a blush tinged the upper sky,
And the gods shook, they knew not why.

Source: Early Poems of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell and
Company, 1899.



Jfor Kevin Leong and the Concord Chorus

URIEL

Michael Schachter (b.1987)

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

=54

Maestoso J

[
va
o~

O
—O—&

-
o

A-/. S~ e
v O (N
o/ J\v | |
sl ||
)
- e
vo/ i D
f \
I—q

rg
L

o

f

=72

Piti mosso J

rall.

11D
) ¢

e

r.N
1ES S

(WA

fell

%
It

[{am}

17'0'\_/

- 7
D

o

Do

T. Solo

mp
—3—

D)

T
T

T
I

Which the

=

3

— =

pe - ri-ods

{
7
14
cient

in the an

1
==

¢

Ll

A
E3A)
Lid

o
g
”

= 3

P_-

ﬁ;: fef ﬁi' o

bo-

T. Solo

Copyright © 2015 by Michael Schachter. All rights reserved.



the

Tk
€v-er

mf’
Or

D)

sur-veys,

— 18
T
= i 1y
pﬁdJ Y| _hl
~C -
[
. il 2 .
| SR S SRR
I — Atmn Atan = Sasn Soss
Id
k¢ TreTTeI

TIE=7 _7|®

. . . p —
acn atasl R M
H -
DL ) ’ . m
o LI : G |
N IA.V oy A A 3 \ Ao .
man i aRE
li g A i
-y JY | | |
[N » 4 2 N
HMUI .A(Q..MH. B IL N | T _ Q] m n n n n&
% ﬂ AH”l Il m
G

~c, 4| i~ TR & TN e 11 =

HNE= S \ s

Ry ke 1 Bk :

o = Rit I il

3, [ = al e %

g K| _llI —_

S S

Y A
I Q

™

= AY
[

ing soul

brood

#

T. Solo

=

Time

wild

T. Solo

mny

|

In - to

[ p—

"

#
z
- >
f
L
no
s
T
:3
=

T. Solo

Pno.




Moderato o. = 54

oL 2 ¥ ~¢ ‘11'.0
-~ i Hi.N
. L
9] [ 7]
=
Lz el o a6 T
2 I
H .Lnlu. lﬁl- ARHI.v
% . N
ke
L ¢ v
S 2] - 4
4 & [ .ml NN 17
£
i A
R g o
Eh w I
= _
=
W K L] L]
o E e i
P N \
| < [ Y
¥
g 1L
il 2 S
R
HE 5
= _
=
XX .
= i y
[]] Hi.N
[ 18
L il
[ 1N o
|th1
L < e
Am— o la
S
LD i 17/ Hn
S ;DL
Q tH
L & g e e
= I v
(9] .
Im - e
” o BE
: Ml
& 2 o He &
g = o] H g |3[Te
o = ke 3553
a A e N
A
4 /S?\
IS o) m
~

.8 [
g i ]
£
«
) !
il < ks T ni
— —0 1!
R [
g 5 ﬁ
Ll < g N
_ =
3]
= £ | xluw
= U
_h
S
ol £ IS
| B
S
v
I
— — . .
< = T T
1 & 2 ] N
T T Il )
8 ﬁﬂl ;
b R=
LBl 5
] 9 Q e |
IWH hm XX
«
§
1 b 5 BELJER
—f P 1
R ﬁ
5
W |
K TR~ TR
&N
! .\HJ
2 RS
| © M7
o
N pria 41
\ ] & i L)
g [
[ER
S
5
Ie A= (TR
¢ N~ X N
VA




Par-a- dise be -

Par-a-dise be - fell,

S

Par-a - dise,

Which in Par-a- dise,

Par-a-dise be - fell,

>

-dise, in Par-a-dise be - fell

Par-a

Which in

Par-a - dise,

o N

5
L5} 4

f
o
e P 2

4
e

T
|

\

2 | L)
0
\ A N
E i
A Q=
o =] X AN
K Ia8 & = b b
| u 1\%
E= ™®
Q)
A
. B 1] Lk
EsS
1] L L] Ll L v
il < el
] ] I ] ol
1 EULRE =3
] N E . ol
1 11 D e = sl
i _
I I .
il | T
X _ v
| I
= Il |
\| = HA L
& u! = I .HVL & 1|W|
L I Ll L] v
i | ),
|| | i ol
Lkl
| | T \ells
| . T S | i
L _
I I .
|| | TTTe
_ )
I £
| T I
&Y 3 HA- &\ | |4
s = i uM.. & #v
I
Do N NDe- N>  NEPe N
o
4 .
1% ] 2 S
5 g
9] ~
I



be -

a-dise

N N

1D
H A
1 3
I1D]

H A
1 §

Par

Ll

d

;/
I 1))
I — I
! %
I
] -

I
1
I
1 —
I
1
I
] -
I
1 —
I
I
%Li/ﬂﬁi
{9.
|
|
I T
© .

-} p_.

{
ry
y 2
PN
.
[ O

N
=
pl o |
. . =
- ri-el.
e f
U - ri-el

be - fell,

Ly

12

bl
[

a - dise

—

F

L

T

Tt
Par

[~

a - dise,

‘o

fell,

() ~Fe

[ {am)

\

% H% %
%
Z
P
[
be - fell
mp
\ |
N—
- —
The lapse of U - ri-el
=
i &
/{ ®
mp
2
[

o]
™ | NG

N A Un
mmw =
L hm - I '
1 1 © 1
‘“\ H—— _ A V
ldddy = A || & ] 1A
|85 2 “¥ v
2 e
1 1 & 1
S NS NTTR
P NP S TS, 2 N N
4 S
%) < I = .IM m
9] ~
I



N\l
.Afm i
il
@
=
9
)
LT R
T TN
i =
B ==
lll <
Q)
= v v
N B
. ‘J
] .\HVA-.
o
1o\
[ 1L 1In NG
¢ b
(f t
relslel & qnll]
.ﬁﬁ/\
E==
[ 18
[ 1
N gy
iy
(9l ' |
h 1o\
Q
0 iy
250l s |[[e
[%5) NN AV~
e o
el
£

1 £ [[h = M1 T
nk
3]
QL Q
IH_N E e = ! L N
o o
¢ ~< ~ . .VL
. .FL
1 1 1
L 1L 1Ih NG
9]
V | NS 1
H ~d I ﬂyaw
1 1
e\
[ 1 1Ih G
J]
1 Ja\
| | pLelly
) e\
e\
1 1
1 1 v
SRS Nl
4 < =

-

i

ver-heard_

o

Il
|
Said

Said,*

Jp

—
Ple-iads walk- ing,

___ the

¢ =

D)

o-ver-heard the

Said

Said,*

mong the Ple-iads walk- ing,

\

([ [fFsrre:
T b
A\ \

I—9fTe ..;P
~d UJ_ . .L
e

=

e

Iwﬂ. i

| ¥

L)

- TR 1 in S
A ~ ~
14 =
alele\

|

Exa

)

Te®

o

Herte-

I i

1o\
QO

i~ o
T i
: ‘IADHH QO
el !

AL |
—Te QO
pia
INEe A

.

o
(=}
[aW)

"

*N.B.: The word Said here is used as an honorific (not as the past tense of "say"); pronounced "side."‘
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